
Common TOEFL phrases with make & do 

Step 1: Decide if these phrases go with “make” or “do”  
a suggestion  

a test 

a mistake 

a project 

use of 

an internship 

research 

sure 

a choice 

work / homework 

my best 

a decision   

an appointment 

progress  

a job 

 

Step 2: Check the answers at www.JaimeMiller.com/make-do 
 

Step 3: Use these “Speaking Starters”  
Use the following phrases to talk spontaneously.  Make sure to give reasons.  You get Smart Cookie Points if 

you can talk for 45 seconds because, well you know, that’s Task 1 and 2 on the TOEFL speaking section!  If you 

record yourself and listen to your answers, that’s even better! 

 I know that I’m making progress for TOEFL because… 

 At the last TOEFL test I did, my scores were…  I’m hoping that when I do my next test, my scores will 

… because… 

 One of the most interesting projects I did in university was…  because… 

 When I was talking with … I made a suggestion about… because… 

 Before I made the choice to study for TOEFL, I talked with … because… 

 I was reading the newspaper the other day and I heard about some interesting research that was done.  

Basically, […give an explanation…] 

 I [don’t mind / hate] making appointments on the phone in English because… 

 If I could do an internship at any company, I would apply to … because… 

 In the last week, I’ve spent […time…] doing homework for TOEFL.  I feel pretty [good/bad] about that 

because… 

 I know that if I can just …. before my next TOEFL test, I will relax and do my best. 

 

Step 4:  Get more Speaking Starters 
If you liked these speaking starters, go get more!  Jaime’s program, Speaking Confidence, has hundreds of 

Speaking Starters with commonly mispronounced TOEFL words (and videos that help you learn to say 

each sound correctly).   

Learn more about Speaking Confidence on Jaime’s website:    www.JaimeMiller.com/study 


